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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: October 28, 2014 
Time: 6:30 pm 

Location: Fanno Creek Service Center 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Cory Samia, Don Nearhood, Jack Shorr, Laura Porter, 

Matthew Shepherd, Mitch Cruzan (chair), Rod Coles 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch 
 
I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mitch Cruzan at 6:34 pm. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
Two sets of minutes were presented to the committee for approval: monthly meeting (September 23) and 
special meeting to discuss the Natural Resources Functional Plan (September 30). Motion to approve both 
proposed by Don Nearhood; seconded by Laura Porter. Both sets of minutes were approved unanimously. 
One typo was pointed out by Laura: “Excellent that logical though” should be “Excellent that logical thought” 
(top of page 2 of minutes from September 30). 
 

III.  Financial Report 
There were no financial changes to report. 
 

IV. Old Business 
a. Natural Resources Functional Plan 

Bruce updated the committee on progress with the NRFP. It had been reviewed by several partners, 
who had provided valuable feedback. The draft plan has been amended in the light of these comments. 
The committee was asked to give final comments this evening. A two-week public consultation period 
will begin on Wednesday, October 29. The draft plan will be available for review (download from 
THPRD website) and there will be a public meeting on Wednesday, December 5, at 6:30 pm, at 
Conestoga Recreation & Aquatic Center. 
 
The committee then reviewed the most recent draft of the NRFP. The following issues arose from this 
review, and were discussed. 
Access to natural areas: Access should not be allowed to all natural areas. There should be a 
statement in the NRFP that it is OK to not have access to a natural area. 
How does the NRFP intersect with other FPs?: Natural Resources staff should be involved with 
developing Trails FP. Bruce said he is on the working group/committee for the trails plan. It was 
suggested that other functional plans include a statement that any time the activities covered by that 
plan affect a natural area—for example, trails or park development that impinge upon a wetland—the 
NRFP is used to guide decisions. 
No net loss of natural areas: The concept of no net loss was discussed. Bruce pointed out that the 
NRPF is not a policy document for THPRD. The committee felt that it would be appropriate for them to 
request that the THPRD Board adopt a policy or rule to establish no net loss of natural areas within 
district property. 
Structure of the NRFP: The NRFP has three core components (community engagement, land 
acquisition/management, and decision-making). Are they clearly defined and easy to find in the plan? 
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Section 3.2 was highlighted as particularly important, but not very easy to find. It was resolved to move 
it to chapter 1. 
Vision and measures of success: As with the previous issue, the question of whether the vision and 
how to measure success was clearly stated was considered. Committee members felt that the vision 
was adequately stated. Chapter 6 includes details of how success is recognized and measured, but it’s 
not obvious in the document. It was suggested that the chapter title be changed from “Work Plan” to 
“Measures of Success.” 
Private lands management: The significance of other landowners to natural resource management was 
recognized. THPRD owns approximately 4% of the land area of the district. There are other public 
owners (Metro, Washington County), but most of the land is in private ownership. Finding ways to work 
with or influence other land owners will be important for natural resources management at the 
watershed scale. 

 
V. New Business 

a. View from Bruce’s Office. Bruce gave the committee a brief overview of interactions with coyotes within 
parks. This is the time of year when the Natural Resources staff get most calls about coyotes. Many 
people consider them to be “the park district’s coyotes.” They are, in fact, the responsibility of the state. 
Coyotes are scavenging for fallen fruit and pet food. The Natural Resources Department has produced 
a flyer about coyotes, outlining why coyotes are in parks and offering guidance on what district 
residents can do to reduce the chance of interactions. 

 
VI. Other 

None 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, November 25, 6:30 pm at Fanno Creek Service Center.  
Monday, December 15, 6:30 pm at Fanno Creek Service Center. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Matthew Shepherd 
Recording Secretary  


