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Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting 

Date: January 27, 2015 
Time: 6:30 pm 

Location: Fanno Creek Service Center 
 
In Attendance 
 Committee Members: Cory Samia, Don Nearhood, Laura Porter, Matthew Shepherd, 

Mitch Cruzan (chair), Rod Coles 
 Staff: Bruce Barbarasch 
 
I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mitch Cruzan at 6:32 pm. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
Motion to approve minutes of the previous meeting (10/28/14) proposed by Laura Porter; seconded by Don 
Nearhood. The minutes were approved unanimously.  
Discussion: None. 
 

III.  Financial Report 
There were no financial changes to report.  

The account has a balance of $7,500, which is restricted to capital expenditures. A brief discussion 
followed on whether the Natural Resources department needed anything. Nothing is needed currently. 

 
IV. Old Business 

a. Check-in 
Matthew: Participated in Audubon Christmas Bird Count. This year he led a group counting in an 
area that covered a roughly triangular segment of the southeast part of the district mainly bounded 
by Highway 217, SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Highway, SW Olsen Road, and Hall Boulevard. 
Don: Visited Center Street Park to view the beaver activity. Noted that there had been a beaver 
management workshop in Portland and wondered if THPRD had been represented. 

Bruce: Some staff did attend. 
Rod: Led a “Walk with a Friend” hike at Tualatin Hills Nature Park, arranged by Friends of the 
Nature Park; seven hikers participated. Attended a public meeting to discuss widening SW 170th 
Avenue along western edge of the Nature Park. 

Bruce: Briefed members on current situation. Washington County has a concept plan to widen 
170th to five lanes between Tualatin Valley Highway and SW Baseline. Approximately 30’-wide 
strip along the edge of the park is under the highway right-of-way and threatened. 

Laura: Enjoyed the Friends of the Nature Park holiday event. 
Mitch: Visited Cooper Mountain Nature Park after dark to view comet. 
 

b. Natural Resources Functional Plan Update 
The NRFP is completed, finished, and approved by the district board (on 12/8/14). This is the first 
FP to be completed within the district and is seen as the model for others. Future FPs should align 
with/recognize the NRFP. Two additional FPs are in development, parks and trails. 

 
V. New Business 

a. Discussion of goals for NRAC in the coming year 
The committee members had a discussion about appropriate activities in the coming year, 
continuing a conversation begun at the previous meeting (November 2014). The following points 
were touched upon: 
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 The committee’s goals should be district-wide. 
 Committee should be proactive rather than reactive. 
 Look for ways to enhance habitat connectivity within the district, including improving habitat in 

areas outside parks (e.g., schools). 
 The committee is a small group of interested/concerned people. But the committee’s voice 

carries some weight within the district. 
 Seek to find new ways to engage people and help them understand the value of parks to the 

community (e.g., health benefits, human well-being, property values). 
 Identify a single park and focus efforts during the year to improve it. 
 Review the newly adopted NRFP and identify what can be done to support the strategies and 

milestones. 
 Build stronger links to local schools through more ranger visits and activities. 
 Increase citizen science activities as a way to connect residents with parks. 
 Work with Audubon Society of Portland to expand Backyard Habitat program into the district. 

(This would help increase habitat connectivity by enhancing private property.) 
 Be involved in the development of other FPs within the district; parks and trails are next ones. 
 Spend time building stronger relationships with other advisory committees. 
 Contribute to basin-wide issues within Tualatin River watershed. 
 Support activities and work of Natural Resources staff. 
 Outreach to community groups. 
 Advisory committee members can do things that an agency can’t. 
 
Homework: Committee members should review the NRFP and consider which strategies lend 
themselves to committee support. 
 

b. Budget requests 
The district is beginning to craft a new budget. NRAC members should think about capital items as 
they review NRFP and consider potential committee goals. Members should be involved in the 
public process. 

 
c. View from Bruce’s Desk 

Bruce highlighted two aspects of his recent work, water in the district and phase 2 of the bond 
measure. 
 
The winter rains haven’t been as anticipated. The amount fallen is just about typical but when it fell 
has been unusual. A small number of major rainfall events led to flood peaks, with periods of low 
water in between. High water combined with beavers produces management challenges! District 
doesn’t want to remove or euthanize beavers, so works with neighbors to manage their impacts. 
Action is taken when public safety is at risk. 
 
Bond measure, phase 2: Both Hyland Woods Natural Area and the Jenkins Estate will have their 
projects completed. There are a few other, smaller projects that will be undertaken. 

 
VI. Other 

None 
 

VII. Next Meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 26, 2015, at 6:30 pm, at Fanno Creek Service Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Matthew Shepherd 
Recording Secretary  


